
Recent Joaquin Moraga Inter-

mediate School graduate

Lauren Hlavac, 15, won Best in

Show, Best in Class and Judge's

Favorite in the youth photography

contest at the Alameda County

Fair. “She discovered she won the

awards when she went to the fair

on June 18, and her photograph

was roped off,” said Lauren’s

mother, Colleen.  Lauren took the

photo, titled "Boat on the Shore,"

at Lake Tahoe and said her goal

was to capture the beauty and re-

laxed atmosphere associated with

the lake. This is the second con-

test that Lauren has placed in the

top tier; she also won third place

in a photography contest at JM.

With her father as her inspiration,

Lauren plans to enter more pho-

tography contests in the future,

and continue to learn and im-

prove.  J. Wake

Local Ambassador Girl Scout

Kendall Comins recently com-

pleted her Gold Award Take Action

Project by installing specialized

boxes at the Lafayette Reservoir for

bats to make their homes. The Gold

Award is the highest award a girl

can earn as a Scout, and it involves

completing a project that leaves a

lasting impact on the local commu-

nity. For her project, Comins spent

the past year, and over 100 hours of

her time, organizing and developing

her project all the way up to the

final installation in mid-February.

She hopes that soon visitors to the

reservoir will see a flourishing

ecosystem to which bats help con-

tribute.

     

“Bats are flying mammals, and

have striking similarities to hu-

mans, particularly in bone struc-

ture,” says Comins. “However,

these creatures need our help. Na-

tionwide, they suffer a risk of habi-

tat loss, disease, and extermination

by people, many who are afraid of

them. Local bat populations are

nothing to be afraid of and, in fact,

they help balance the ecosystem by

eating millions of mosquitoes, and

fertilizing native plant species with

their guano, which comes at a high

price if bought from a nursery.”

Comins believes that her bat boxes

will help provide safe homes for

local bat colonies, which will then

bring many benefits to the reservoir

and community. 

     

Comins worked long and hard

to make this project a reality, and

grew tremendously as a leader dur-

ing the process. She remembers,

“At first the progress was slow and

it didn’t seem like I was getting

anywhere, but once I started build-

ing my team, I found that people

were willing to take over some of

the work, and the project picked up

speed.” Through all the hard work

that Comins put in, she found peo-

ple not only to help out, but also to

guide her with the process. She

would like to thank her friends,

family, and everyone from the com-

munity who helped out. Dr. Cush-

man, especially, who works with a

team to approve proposals and

projects, as well as offer guidance

to make girls a success, was an ex-

treme help, says Comins.  “She was

the closest thing I had to a mentor

while working on the award be-

cause she explained the process and

worked directly with me on my

proposal, to make sure I satisfied

the requirements.” 

     

The hard work paid off, and

Comins is extremely proud that she

was able to lead a large group of

people on her own. She hopes that

her efforts will inspire other girls to

become leaders and wants to show

that young women can make a dif-

ference. 
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Theater View
Veterinary Clinic,
owned by 
Dr. Laurie Langfold,
is excited to
announce a new
addition. 
Dr. Amelia Ausman
has joined our team. 
Come check us out.

“Dr. Laurie” Langford 

Phone: (925) 317-3187
Fax: (925) 334-7017

Email: theatervieworinda@gmail.com
www.theaterviewvetclinic.com

1 Bates Blvd., Suite 200, Orinda

Theater View
Veterinary Clinic

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    www.waredesigns.com   Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

$5 off Watch Battery
Reg $15, Now $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 7/31/15. Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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• Custom Designs
• Expert Repairs

• Appraisals 
• Pearl Restringing

Expanding our Services with
Two Goldsmiths

All your jewelry is insured with Jeweler’s Block Insurance.

GRADES K-12  •  PRE-ALGEBRA  •  ALGEBRA 1 & 2  •  GEOMETRY • P

Summer
Session
Enrolling
Now!

D

B
 
W
a
S
a

Must present coupon. New students only.

1 WEEK FREE TUTORING
& HOMEWORK HELP

Flat Monthly Fee.
Drop-in any time during regular hours, whenever it’s convenient.

BBQs, Beaches, and
    Better Grades
Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in the fall, to 
advance skills learnt during the year, or to avoid the 
Summer Slide - give your child a clear advantage. Reserve 
a place in our summer session. 

We Make Math Make Sense

GRADES K-12 • PRE-ALGEBRA • ALGEBRA 1 & 2 • GEOMETRY • PRE-CALCULUS & CALCULUS • SAT/ACT PREP
HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

WE MAKE

MATH
MAKE SENSE

VISIT US TODAY

Drop-in any time during regular hours, no scheduling needed.

Whether your child’s goal is to get ahead in
the fall, or to avoid the Summer Slide - give
your child a clear advantage. Reserve a
place in our summer session.

Bat Boxes Installed at Reservoir as Part
of  Gold Award Project
Submitted by Kendall Comins

Kendall Comins works on building specialized bat boxes at Lafayette
Reservoir     Photos provided

Comins with the finished product

Community Service

Moraga Teen Wins Best in Show for
Photography at Alameda County Fair

Moraga resident Lauren Hlavac points to her prize-winning photograph,
“Boat on the Shore.” Photo provided

WATER SMART LANDSCAPING
Free Estimates

• Synthetic/Artificial Grass
• Design & Consult
• New Landscape Installation
• Re-Landscape & Remodel
• Paver Walkways & Driveways
• Hardscape

FREE DEMOLITION WITH INSTALL

A General landscaping Contractor

Locally Owned & Operated

Lic. #938445

925-819-2100

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.BAYAREAGREENSCAPES.COM

Get your yard ready for spring time 

A General Engineering Contractor 
Locally Owned and Operated 

Contractor LIC #938445 

925-819-2100 
www.bayareagreenscapes.com 

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT
Our items Include:

•Clothing  
• Shoes
• Handbags
• Jewelry
• Accessories

1020 Brown Ave., Lafayette
925.283.6540 Tuesday-Friday 10 AM -6PM

Saturday: 10 AM -4 PM

Lafayette's 
Hidden Jewel




